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LEm’S  m4CHINGS  OH  TRUTH  AND  MODERN  SCIENCE 

[Following  is  a  translation  of  an  article  by 
G,  A.  Kur'sanov  in  Priroda  (Nature),  Fol,  XLVIII, 

No.  9,  1959,  pages  3-10 ]. 

In  Leninas  works  of  genius  "Materialism  and  Bupiriocriticism"  and 
"Philosophical  Notebooks"  profound  ideas  are  developed  in  the  doctrine 
on  truth,  which  are  being  continually  confirmed  in  contemporary  science 
and  practice#  V#  I#  Lenin  developed  his  ideas  based  on  the  most  impor¬ 
tant  thesis  laid  down  by  Marx  and  Engels  and  using  and  critioelly  eval¬ 
uating  Hegel *s  conception  of  truth;  he  generalised  the  most  recent  data 
furnished  by  scientific  cognition  of  the  world  and  the  development  of 
social  relations  of  his  epoch#  Simultaneously  ho  subjects  the  views  on 
truth  of  Machism^  Neo-Kantism  and  pragmatism  to  profoimd  and  many-sided 
criticism# 

V.  I#  Lenin’s  development  of  the  idea  of  tmth  is  based,  in  our 
opinion,  on  the  following  gnosiologlcel  principles j  on  recognition  of 
bhe  decisive  role  of  practice  in  cognition  as  its  basis  and  tnovjng  force, 
as  the  main  goal  of  cognition  and  as  the  determining  criterion  of  truth; 

and  to  analysis  of  the  contradictory  nature  of  the  process  of  cognition 

^  \ 

of  the  world  of  majE.  Based  on  this,  V,  I»  Lenin  considers  truth  in 
the  first  place  as  a  process  of  the  reflection  in  the  conscicusness 
of  a&n  of  the  laws  of  the  aiaterial  world;  in  the  second  place  as  a 
definite  concrete-historical  result  of  cognition  of  the  world;  in  the 
third  place  it  shows  the  contradictory  character  of  truth  as  an  eipres- 
*-fiion  of  the  contradictory  nature  of  the  entire  process  of  oog^iition* 


At  the  seme  time,  Lenin  ftlwaye  emphaeieed  the  great  active  role  of 
human  reason  in  cognition  of  the  world.  For  this  reason  it  is  possible, 
guided  by  Lenin*8  thesis,  to  define  truih  today  as  follows,  truth  Js 
the  process  of  the  reflection  in  the  oonsoiousness  of  man  of  the  laws 
of  the  material  world,  while  at  the  seme  tipe.  men  f oirms  a  scientifio 
picture  of  the  world# 

It  is  also  necessary,  in  our  opinion,  to  emphasise  that  there  is 
only  one  truth,  but  it  can  be  described  frcan  various  logical  sides* 
from  the  point  of  view  of  its  objective,  absolute,  relative  or  concrete 
nature.  It  was  these  points  of  view  in  the  doctrine  on  truth  which 
were  developed  eepecislly  profoundly  in  the  philosophical  works  of  V.  I. 
Lenin. 

The  object! vwaess  of  truth,  The  idea  of  the  objectiveness  of 
truth  is  central  to  the  doctrine  of  truth  in  general  of  dialectical 
msterialism,  which  was  developed  from  all  sides  by  V,  I.  Lwiln.  Con¬ 
sidering  truth  8.8  a  process,  he  emphasises  that  thie  process  is  the 
coincidence  of  the  thought  with  the  object,  while  the  entire  process  of 
coalition  proceeds  "from  a  subjective  concept  and  a  subjective  goal  to 
objective  truth. In  additicax,  V.  I.  Lenin  consistently  and  ondeVi- 
atingly  holds  to  the  thou^t  that  "to  reoofjtiise  objective  truth"  is  the 
seme  thing  as  "to  hold  to  the  materialist  theory  of  oognition."^)  The 
objectivity  of  truth  is  the  determining  basis  of  all  ciiier  logical 
description  of  truth  -  its  absolute,  relative  and  concrete  character. 
On  this  level,  the  only  correct  omaoept  of  truth  in  general  is  the 
concept  of  objective  truth,  tmth  is  always  and  in  every  case  objec¬ 
tive  truth.  At  the  same  time  V.  I.  Lento  always  points  out  tlmt 
^  (see  footnotes  at  end  of  report) 


th.«  concept  of  objcotlTa  truth  is  wholly  determined  by  the  oriticima 

it 

of  preetice,  without  ■afcieh^ifi  pointlee*  to  talk  about  tru«i  at  all. 

The  logical  cGBoept  of  objective  truth  ean  b®  cMracterised  ia 
t»D  •wnyse  Xu  the  first  plac®*  objective  treth,  as  is  truth  in.  general, 
is  a  feflesticn  in  the  oonsoiousaess  of  man  of  th«  attributes  of  and 
'  links  and  relatione  between  objects  of  the  material  world  -  that  which 
Hegel  repeatedly  calls  the  eoineidenee  of  the  coaoept  with  reality, 
aocordanae  of  objeotiveaess  with  the  oen.e®pt,  the  identity  of  th@  con¬ 
cept  and  objeetivfflaess*  In  spite  of  the  obvious  and  clear  nature  of  the 
given  thesis,  it  is  of  isipertsae®  in  principle  and  is  directed  against 
eubjeotivlsHi  la  cogpitism . in  general  and  against  various  subjective 
cssacepts  of  tiNcith  in  partieular.  In  the  second  place,  as  V.  I.  I^in 
especially  emfhaEises,  tha  subjective  mtar®  of  tnsth  eonsiets  in  that 
the  eontent  of  c»«r  kncwledge  does  not  depend  on  the  subjeot,  does  not 
depend  on  the  hussaa  being  or  m.  humanity. 

This  thesis  acquires  special  algnifiosnc©  In  the  light  of  the 
developaent  of  oontempors-jy  scientific  kaowledge. 

l«t  U6  recall  that  air^dy  in  his  work  ^M&rxisa  and  I^evi  aionlsffi’' 
I,  Lenin  aaphaslaed  that,  if  geesaetrioal  esieme  were  to  oesae  up 
agalnsst  the  interesta  of  people,  they  would  probaoly  b#  refuted®  Thus 
the  absolut®  law  of  nature  «  the  law  of  th®  consorrati^  of  matter  and 
motion,  «  refutes  all  eseertiass  of  idealists  and  theologians  on  the 
dostruotloia  of  matter  and  the  ruin  of  the  world*  It  i®  thus  natural 
that,  in  the  course  of  many  decades,  it  has  been  subjected  by  them  to 
the  fiercest  attacks,  vdiil#  physical  idealists  and  theologians  strive 


S 


to  interpret  the  most  recent  discoveries  of  science  tendentiously,  so 

as  to  create  the  appearance  that  this  universal  law  of  nature  has  not 

been  fulfilled.  In  the  conteiEporarjr  period  one  of  the  sharpest  suoh 

of/ 

attempts  were  speculations  with  the  pheaoffienoryp*disintegr&tioa,  in  the 
process  of  which  it  at  first  appeared,  that  the  laws  of  the  conservation 
of  energy  and  the  Boment  of  the  quantity  Ofmoticn  which  express  'fee 
absolute  law  of  nature  from  the  concrete  side,  were  infringed.  The 
opponents  of  materialism  saw  an  infringement  of  the  law  of  fee  oenser- 
vation  of  energy  in  the  fact  feat  the  atomic  nuclei  of  a  given  radio¬ 
active  isotope  in  the  ^disintegration  lose  an  identical  quantity  of 
energy,  while  the  energy  of  the  electrcns  eradiated  in  this  has  differ¬ 
ent  values.  Mere  then  does  the  remaining  part  of  the  nuclear  energy 
disappear  to?  ;Could  this  possibly  be  an  infringoraent  of  the  law  of 
conservation  irlth  all  fee  oonsequmcee  resulting  from  it? 

Ho,  naturally,  there  can  here  also  be  no  question  of  any  infringe¬ 
ment  of  the  law*  It  was  soon  after  suggested  and  later  established 
firmly  that  in  the  ^disintegration,  in  addition  to  the  elsetroa  (or 
positron)  a  vary  small  partiole  of  neutrino  is  emitted,  which  carries 
with  it  a  definite  amount  of  energy  equal  to  the  difference  between 
the  maximum  energy  ■feioh  was  lost  by  •the  nucleus  and  the  energy  of 
fee  electron.  However,  fee  distribution  of  energy  between  the  electron 
end  the  neutrino  may  vary.  This  was  a  new,  brilliant  ocnfirmation  of 
the  objective  tnxth  of  the  absolute  law  of  nature,  fee  sense  and  con¬ 
tent  of  which  do  not  at  all  depend  <ai  fee  subjective  opinions  and 
desires  of  the  ides  lists  and  feeologlans.  At  the  same  time,  the 


objectiv®  truth  of  truly  soietitifio  Jaws,  theories  and  ideas  is  the 
granit®  bee®  for  the  further  fruitful  deTelopment  of  scieaoe. 

The  principle  of  the  objectivity  of  truth  has  not  only  decisive 
theoretical  signifioanc®  in  cognition,  but  also  makes  it  poseibls  to 
explain  the  role  and  significance  of  science  in  the  practical  activity 
and  life  of  sian.  Hegel  already,  in  "The  Phenomenology  of  tlie  Spirit" 
showed  that  mm  with  his  reason,  by  mastering  as  a  cognitive  subject 
tks  object  opposed  to  him,  is  transforaed  from  a  slave  into  a  master* 

If,  ssys  Hegel,  "the  essence  of  domination  is  the  reveres  of  what  it 
■wants  to  be,  then  slavery  also,  in  its  final  result,  becomes  the  opposite 
of  whi&t  is  seeras  directly?  as  it  is  alienated  in  itself,  this  conscious¬ 
ness  returns  to  itself  and  turns  to  true  tadependenee."®^  This  true 
indepssdaa ce  ie  acquired  by  the  cognitive  subject  by  filling  his  con¬ 
sciousness  with  objectively  -  true  eoatetnt»  In  his  -works  "Materialism 
and  feiplriooritloism",  ¥»  I,  Lenin  gives  a  classical  formulation,  ■which 
expresses  the  most  impor-toit.  thought  on  the  supreiaacy  of  man  over  the 
surrounding  "world  because  of  his  objectively  -  true  oo^^ition*  "Supre- 
moy  over  nature  v/hieh  is  aeaifested  in  the  practice  of  humanity,  is 
the  res'.tit  of  an  objective  -  faithful  reflection  in  th©  human  brain  of 

phenomgcia  and  prooeeees  of  nature;  it  is  proof-tbat  the  reflection  ...• 

the. 

ie  objective,  absolute  and  eternal  tru'th*"'^/  In  the  light  ofy^contesi- 
porary  scientific  achievements  of  humanl-fy,  this  Leninist  thought  -was 
briliiactly  oonfirmed,  Th©  creation  of  ai^tifloial  earth  satellites  and 
■the  first  artificial  planet  of  -tdw  solar  system  is  an  expression  of 
prc.foMrid  penetration  into  the  objective  laws  of  the  mosreiaent  of  earth 


and  heavenly  bodies.  5fhe  era  of  interplanetary  travel  and  conquest  of 
world  space  has  begun  and  this  signifies  the  beginning  of  a  new  epoch 
of  ths  aipr®s!a(^  of  nan  over  nature,  a  8upr«®aoy  achieved  1^'  objec¬ 
tively  -  true  cognitiOB  of  its  laws.  Obviously,  this  did  not  o^ae 
about  sviddenly,  not  like  a  Deus  e*  Msohina,  but  as  a  result  of  a  l<ag 
end  ooiaplicated  process  of  the  developssest  of  hsnsssai  lenowledge,  as  a 
result  of  uninterrupted  and  SLore  and  store  profound  discovery  by  8»a  of 
heretofore  inaceesslble  eeorete  of  mture. 

Finally,  it  is  neoessary  to  r«Mrk,  that  these  Leninist  ideas  on 
tlia  understanding  of  the  objectivity  of  truth  are  the  co»plete  anM.- 
theals  and  shew  the  groundlessness  of  the  assertions  of  the  gaosiolo- 
gista  of  prafssatisia  with  thsir  instrasiantfil  coaception  of  truth.  As  is 
woll-known,  the  logical  oonsequene®  of  ■Kfeis  concept^,  as  long  as  it  - 
serves  as  aeoaBS8.ry  instnaffl0ffl,ts  in  the  "biolo^cal  adaptatim  to  the 
ejtvirMweaat*,  quite  indopaodant  of  and  against  the  objective  -  true 
sense  and  ei^ifioeno®  of  all  our  ooncepts  and  th@cries»  The  opposi¬ 
tion  of  Haratist  to  praps&tist  theory  of  truth  was  clearly  expressed 
by  V»  2*  Lanin  in  the  following  words*  ®*To  consider  truth  as  an  iastra- 
maat  of  cogoitiaa  meane  in  essence  to  go  over  to  ths  aid®  of  agnogticlsm, 

„i  FuetKerroorfe 

i.e.  to  abandon  mtsrislisa."®''  /  outstanding  «@rabers  of  an  Italian 
pragasatist  soeisty  with  th@  pretentious  acEss  ” Leonardo”  arrived  at  «a 
assertion,  of  ths  J.dmtlty  ef  truth  and  lies  (i)»  This  fbllcwe  eosapletely 
^logically”  tiem  tis®  oonoept  of  ins trumca tails®  and  the  denial  of  tl» 
objective  nature  of  trul^. 

fh®  coatradietory  m.ture  of  the  prosass  of  th®  eogaition.  of  truths 


dlalooti^^  of  the  abeolute  and  relative  nature  of  truUi*  The  pro^ 
oes»  of  the  co^itlcm  of  truth  is  the  proaese  of  eohle*ring  the  objec- 

tife  truth  of  the  thMrles^,  concepts^  lew$  i&jtid  other  foirsis  of  huss^iin 
liiotight*,  Undoubtadljr^  in  thiss  prooess  a  certain  role  belongs  to  llire 
contesaplatic®^  when  sensations^  perceptions  and  oonoepfcts  arine  in  hwMti 
oonsciousnesssi  Kerertbeless,  the  real  process  of  getting  to  knotr  the 
tru'tii  begins  with  tl^a  rise  of  scleaitiflo  thought*.  At  the  same  timB 

as  Lonin  points  out^  practice  checks  on  and  coiifinEs  the  objao^ 
tx^^ath  of  our  ewry  step  in  cognition  of  the  worldly  smrfciBg  fmnn 
©lementary  sensu^il  oonoopts  and  ending,  with  higher  ecientific  aostrac* 
tions-eBd  scientific  ideas 

In  proceeding  to  a  discussion  of  Vtm  dialectic  of  fee  process  of 
the  of  trath^  ¥•  I<.  Iienin  highly  .ffegel^is  thought^  ttet 

tixi’th  is  reali^sed  only  in  the  nmi  total  of  all-  sides  of  realitj-*^  in  all 
the  mri^rby  of  ita  connections  and  For  thi^>  rBB.noxi  it  ie 

nattiral  that  the  procesi^^  of  the  oognitiori.  of  truth  is  m  irarinterruptod 
and  andidsBa  of  hxrEan  kncMl©dg:6'  froB  the  appearance  to  the  • 

from  tb,^  less  profound  to  ths  mox*e  profound  essenoe^,  from  one 
form  of  connect  lion  and  Interdepandenc©  to  isin  others;,  more  profound  md 
mot''®  general*  The  logical  orii'jtallisation  of  this  oomplioated  and 
contradictory  ia  revaalod  in  %hB  dialoctio  of  the  absolutes  end 

relati-re  nature  of  truth  which  ms  discloBed  and  diacus.^ed  profoundly 
froja  all  sides  by  I*  lianin» 

The  absolute  nature  of  tmth  is  expressed  by  the  fact  that  it  ia 

possible  fQT  a  humn  being  to  acquire  complete  and  exhaustive  kaow-*^ 

L  r 


iadge  of  all  lawe  of  tho  eurrounding  world#  The  relative  tmtiire  of 
truth  if  oharacterized  by  the  approximate  nature  of  cur  knovrledge,  the 
definite  degree  of  the  penetration  of  our  corisciousness  into  the  inex- 
haur.tibi0  essence  of  matter,  the  definite  level  of  huxae.n  laiowledge 
achieved  in  any  given  epoch#  At  the  same  time,  as  stated  above, 
the  absolute  and  relative  nature  of  truth  are  entirely  based  -  as 
logical  characteristics  of  truth  on  its  objectiye  character#  The 
sft^solutanefts  as  well  as  the  relativity  have  meaning  a,nd  signif ioe.nce 
only  in  connection  with  the  objc^otivity  of  truth,  without  which  ell 
ctisc-usEions  of  truth  becoaie  nonsense# 

In  the  historic  process  of  the  cognition  of  truth  the  routual  and 
contra dleto3ry  connection  between  its  abeoluteness  and  reiativity  is 
revealed#  It  must  be- mentioned  by  the  way,  that  this  connection  w'as 
intuitively  pointed  out  in  ancient  Indian  philosophy  and  the  philoso¬ 
phy  of  Jainism  and  especially  in  Buddhist  philosophy#  On  the  one  hand, 
the  absolute  nature  of  the  world  is  realized  in  an  uninterrupted  series 
of  relatively  -  true  theses  v/ith  an  ever-^* increasing  degree  of  profundity 
and  accuracy,  reflecting  the  infinitely  complicated  laws  of  the  material 
world#  But,  on  the  other  ha.nd,  the  relativity  of  t:ruth  is  at  the  same 
ti7iie  also  its  absoluteness 5  thuss  every  relatively-true  step  in  the  cog¬ 
nition  of  th©  world  means  a  step  toward?  opgnition  of  the  full,  absolute, 
inexheustible  content  of  reality*  This  is  a  general  dialectic  law  of 
the  entire  process  of  hiiman  cognition  which  is  being  realized  in  many 
sectors  of  scientific  knowledge* 

Let  us  illustrate  this  wa.th  a  characteristic  fact  in  tlie  develop¬ 
ment  of  contemporary  science*  One  of  the  fruitful  ideas  of  the  theory 


of  reXfttiTity  iB  the  idea  of  tho  dapaodenoo  of  the  gaomatrioal  attri¬ 
butes  of  spaoa  m  its  piqreieal  nature,  an  idea  irtdch  aas  pttotdd  out 
already  by  Lobaohavskiy  and  Klaan,  Hii4iorioal3y,  the  first  step  in 
the  oogaition  of  matrioal  attributes  of  spaoa  ms  the  gaomatry  of 
Bttolid,  frees  which  fellows  the  following  axpraseion  for  a  linear  ele¬ 
ment  (in  coordinates). 

This  expression  is  the  first  approxiiaation  In  the  ocghitlesi  of  the  geo- 
matrical  relations  of  the  real  worlds  it  oMracterisas  with  a  oartain 
dagraa  of .aeouraay  the  real  relations  of  spatijal  bodies,  abetractl».g 
itself  from  their  differing  physical  nature.  Th®  n«Kt  step  is  iM 
erprsselon  giv«  In  the  theory  of  relatiwi^.  which  utilises,  as  i» 
wall-known,  new'interralatims  of  nm-t«tlidea.n.  geoaatry.  The  linear  . 
element  ie  hare  expressed  with  the  help  of  a  fundtaiental  aetrioal  Unsor 

^  dXjf 

where  the  functions  of  g^ya**®  componeaits  of  a  syaasetrioal  oofsariaat 
tenser  and  describe  the  netrical  relatlosships  in  the  spaee-tisG®  oon- 
tlnuiM  as  well  as  the  graTitatienal  field*  This  means  a  more  profound 
oognltioa  of  the  attributes  of  real  space  but,  at  the  same  time,  -  this 
is  particularly  interesting  fre®  th®  gpoelelogicai  point  of  view  -  all 
this  dees  not  change  the  relationships  of  ^oiidean  geometry j  they 
reffi&is  in  force  in  en  tefinltely  small  field  and  are  still  the  first 
approoclmati:!Si  to  cogniticsi  of  the  metrical  attributes  of  real  space  in 
gmeral  (moreover,  as  a  rule  this  is  sul'fioient  in  ordinary  engineering 
pr&etlee)*  Kewever,  even  the  given  expression  does  not  exhaust  the 
tontire  wealth  and  varielqr  of  real  space  attrilsites*  As  is  oorreotly 


poin*b6d  ouii  by  acadsmicifiiTi  V»  A«  Fok,  this  expr6ssion  refers  bo  inovo*- 
ffiont  of  an  uncharged  jnaterial  point  in  the  field  of  gravitaiiion.  If, 
however,  the  xr^terial  point  is  charged,  it  will  be  influenced  also  by 
the  external  eleotro-355agn0tio  field*  In  this  case  the  metrics  of  space 
become  more  ccaaplicated  and  the  following  formula  will  be  in  force  for 

it*  "Jp  ' 

v/here  the  second  tenri  of  the  right  hand  part  of  the  equation  expresses 
the  influence  of  the  potential  of  tho  external  electromagnetio  field* 

In  developing  these  ideas  further,  V*  A*  Fok  remarks  correctly  that 
*^the  distribution  of  masses  in  space  is  of  an  insular  nature*^,  as  is 
attested  by  astzronomical  observations#  In  connection  with  this  he  gives 
the  following  expression  for  the  linear  element  (for  infinite  space) s 

dx^dJCy  -  dx^  -dx.^ 

However,  in  Einstein’s  equation  an  equal  distribution  of  mess  in  space 
is  being  considered,  which,  naturally,  is  a  certain  approximation#^^ 

However,  regardless  of  the  great  ecientific  significance  of  these 
ideas,  ail  the  above-mentioned  equations  do  not  express  the  entire 
infinite  variety  of  real  spatial  relations,  they  do  not  consider,  in 
particular,  the  influence  of  the  mezon,  neutron,  and  other  physical 
fields  on  the  geometrical  attributes  of  space#  ,  For  this  reason,  the 
terms  of  the  equation  can  not  be  considered  as  absolute,  complete  truths, 
but  express  a  certain  degree  of  our  penetration  into  the  infinitely 
complicated  and  varied  connections  and  relationships  of  real  space,  they 
express  the  mity  of  the  absoluteness  and  relativity  of  truth,  which 


corresponds  to  the  given  concrete  level  of  human  knowledge 


laM.  on  th,  question  of  the  .baolute  .na  reletiv,  n.- 
ture  of  tmth  serve  ea  the  .trongest  theoretlosl  «eepon  in  the  struggle 
both  .gelnst  reletlvitm  end  .gnostiol»»  in  cont«porenr  bourgeois  gnos- 
lology  end  egeinst  tta  doE~tl»>  of  eontenporery  theologlens  mi  r.eo- 
reeilsts  ulth  their  assertions  of  absolute  end  atemel  "Sod's  truth. 

Belativlsm  end  agnostlols.  are  presohed  pertieularly  in  oontemporery 
gnoslology  of  Koo-Kentisa  and  senantle  Idealism.  Suffioe  it  to  cite  the 
so-oelled  "prlnoiple  of  tolerenoe"  of  Kamep.  rrhloh  leeds  to  complete 
arfcltrerlness  in  setting  up  any  logical  or  soientifie  aystems,  completely 
independently  of  the  objective  truth  of  any  theories,  concepts,  ideas, 
etc.  lehln's  Idea  of  the  organic  link  between  th,  objectirlty.  absolute¬ 
ness  end  relativity  of  truth  shows  the  complete  grounoleasness  of  the 
essertions  of  the  relatlrtsts,  which  in  eseenoe  eipreas  repudiation  of 

soientifio  cognition  of  the  world. 

in  the  same  way  th.  dogmatic  assertion,  of  contemporary.  theologt«i» 
and  nec-reaUste  on  the  ®rist.no«  of  absolute  end  immutable  "Ood'a  truths' 
ere  show  to  be  completely  groundless  in  the  light  of  Inninist  ideas, 
rnus.  the  Thomlat  Iferitein  assert,  that  truth  is  contained  in  God  and. 
in  addition,  that  God  Himself  Is  truth  "primary  and  sovereign".’’  The  .a*, 
thins  is  preached  by  &nt.y.n.,  who  asserts  that,  ip  the  higher  realm-  . 
the  realm  of  the  spirit-God  appears  as  truth,  happiness,  good  and  be-u-ly.r 
Its,  same  Idees  also  ere  developed  by  professors  of  theology  of  the  Catho¬ 
lic  university  of  Louvain,  who  recently  published  a  epecial  collection  of 
articles  devoted  to  problems  of  truth  and  freedem.  Their  »»in  idea 
consists  in  proclaiming  the  existence,  to  addition  to  "ordinary"  and 
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-scientific-  and  -philosophic-  truth,  of  a  higher  -religious  truth- 
^ich  alone  is  capable  of  -penetrating  the  secrete  cf  hmsan  esistenoe 

end  tJi®  eeersts  of  the  uni-rerse-  in  a  -deoialT®  and  exhaustive  -snsy, 
i,e.  absolutely*  Th®  same  spirit-thsre  is  not  a  single  nes.  idea  in 
^this-ms  also  espreeeed  in  Pope  Plus  XIX  speech  to  welcome  participants 
at  the  Intenaationsl  Ehilosoph®ry<i>n6r«8s  in  Italy  in  Septmber  1958. 

Hs  called  on  thest  to  get  to  know  the  -guperaattaral  truth  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  fs.ith-"&8  it  conta ins {' -anti Qiimtion  of  true  bllaa.  ©■  pledg®  of 
Qod»8  favor,  imortality  end  AH  these  and  similar  assertiens 

are  completely  refuted  on  the  basis  of  I^ninlst  ideas  on  the  absolute 
and  relative  nature  of  truth,  on  th®  basis  of  a  profound  understanding 
cf  truth  as  a  prosees  of  unihtarrapted,  eteraal  approxiinetion  of  haiasn 
knotrledg®  to  i«&ltely  ooKiplicated  inex.heustlbl®  reality*  And  . 
this,  obviously,  exalwies  any  dogmatia,  theologieel  aaeortions  on 
-absolute”  aa.d  -®temal  divm.*  truths* 

Th®  principle  of  feo 

_^_na  umctiual  Significanee*  Trath,  as  it  is  the  process  of  unintorrap- 
t@d  developaeat  of  buraan  knowledge.  Is  also  a  dofinit®  conorate-his- 
toric  result  of  cognition,  exprassisg  a  qualitatively  dafiaad  stag®  in 
tb®  doTolopmsat  of  knowledge.  Otx  this  truth  reflects  the  oer 

responding  eonerete  attributes  and  ©oimectioas  of  Biateriel  objects, 
the  concrete  conditions  end  oorrespondlng  re&l  relationships  which  tsice 
place  at  «  given  manmt  of  the  developBient  of  any  phsaosaesae,  or  prooes- 


Tm  cenoret®  natuxe  of  trhtli  ia  asanifested  in  the  process  of 


4.2 


oogtiition  in  Tartous  aspects.  Primarily,  it  appears  in  the  process 
of  the  formation  end  develoifflieRt  of  the  most  important  sotentifie 
ooKCspts,  in  the  unity  of  the  ooneret®  and  abstract  aspeote.  As  is 
weli-kncsTOi,  this  idea  was  given  us  elready  by  Merr.  He  showed  that 
the  concrete  aspect  of  a  thought  as  a  refleotioo  of  conorets  reality. 

Is  revealed  in  a  series  of  separate  abstract  definitions.  And  V.  I. 
Lenin  shows  that  only  the  iiafinit®  sum,  of  abstract  definitions  renders 
this  ecocrete  aspeot  fully.  This  last  thought  of  V.  I.  Lenin  ciss-rao- 
terises  the  mtir©  uninterrupted  process  of  human  cognition..  But  at 
every  definite  stag®  of  it,  this  cognition  has  a  certain  degree  of 
accuracy  and  apprcacimstion-the  oonoret®  aspect, of  reality  with  the 
help  of  a  rtuieber  of  deveiepirig  abstract  definition®  (or  particular 
concepts)  simthesiaed  in  ths  oorreepondiag  concrete  concept.  In  show¬ 
ing  the  futility  of  the  forsjsl-abstrsct  method  in  political  economy, 
Marx  said  that  the  establishment  of  economic  systems  and  working  out 
of  the  most  important  eocviomic  concepts  proceeded  exactly  in  th®  above- 
mentioned  way  *  at  first  eoms  abstract  definitions  were  created- labor, 
distribution,  of  labor,  jaon^,  value,  end  others— and  after  thi?i  general 
and  at  th©  same  time  coacret©  cmcepts  wer©  fomed,  such  as  the  slhte, 
iaterna.tioiial  ©xohsng©,  world  mrk@tp  The  earn®  law  applies,  obvi-ously, 
also  to  the  developraest  of  coneepte  in  the  natural  and  iBath®®atic&l 
sciecses.  Thus,  the  rise  and  development  of  th®  concept  of  mathema¬ 
tical  iafinits-'  historically  required  th®  creation  of  an  entire  seriee 
of  sepamte  abstract  defiaitims-coacepts  cf  variable,  potential  end 
aetual  infinity,  of  differentials,  integrele,  limit,  fimctions,  great 


numbers,  etc.  Hera  in  all  cares  the  concrete  acts  as  s  definite  his¬ 
torical  result  of  cognition  but,  of  course,  it  is  in  no  way  complete, 
absolute  or  finely  but  only  an  important  moment  in  the  uninterrupted 
process  of  the  development  of  knowledge. 

The  question  of  the  concreteness  of  truth  is  also  revealed  in  the 
dialectic  of  general  and  ps-rtioular  cognition, "V,  I,  Lenin  shows  that 
the  general  is  manifested  in  the  particular  as  its  decisive  part,  as 
its  essence.  But  et  the  same  time,  the  general  does  not  exteast  or 
cover  the  variety  of  the  fiartiouler  as  the  concrete,  which  in  this 
respect  is  richer  then  the  general*  These  i«nini8t  ideas  ere  of  great 
significance  at  the  present  moment  for  Marxist- Lariniet  theory.  The 
resolutions  of  the  20th  congress  CPSIT  and  the  kosoow  declaration  of 
1S67  point  out  the  enomous  significance  of  analyzing  and  taking  into 
account  concrete  peculiarities  and  concrete  conditions  in  various 
countries  in  the  struggle  of  the  working  class  for  building  a  social¬ 
ist  society.  At  the  same  time,  analysis  of  concrete  conditions  and 
peoullsrities  of  every  country  does  not  ever  mean  forgetting  and 
denying  the  most  important  and  detomining  general  laws  of  the  struggle 
for  Bcoialism,  This  theoretical  statement,  given  in  the  above-men¬ 
tioned  documents,  clearly  shows  the  untenable  position  of  both  the  ab¬ 
stract-dogmatic  approach  to  these  questions  and  the  revisionist  denial 
of  the  most  important  general  principles  of  Marxism-Leninism, 

Finally,  the  principle  of  the  concreteness  of  truth  in  the  theory 
of  cognition  ixi  dialectical  materialism  is  extremely  importsnt  in  yet 
another  connection*  This  principle  requires,  as  V,  I.  Lenin  developed' 


particularly  fully  and  profoundly,  a  oonorote-hietorical  analysis  of 
devaloping  social  events.  It  is  troll-lmoTO  that  our  cosmunlst  party 
is  crae-tiTcly  applying  the  general  principles  of  M8,rxist-lisnini8t 
theors/to  changing  historical  conditions*  A  new  remarkable  model  of 
a  croatiTs,  oonoreta-historioal  analysis  of  the  laws  of  development 
of  the  present  epoch  is  contained  in  the  most  important^toesis  given 
in  the  report  by  S*  Shrushchev  to  the  2lEt  Congressy'cPSU.  that  the 
ooi.mtries  of  socialism,  successfully  utilising  the  possibilities  con¬ 
tained  in  the  socialist  system,  will  accomplish  the  transition,  to  the 
higher  stage  of  a  communist  society  at  more  or  less  the  eamo  time,’' 

The  dialectic  thesis  “there  is  no  ab«t?«.ct  truth,  truth  is  always  ooa- 
ersta"  is  of  unwtying  theoretieel  as  well  as  practical  significance. 

In  eoaneetien  with  the  Isninist  thesis  on  the  ooncreteaess  of  - 
truth,  it  is  necessary  to  briefly  evaluate  the  att^pts  at  ssttlag  up 
a  so-called  absolute,  logioe.1  algo.iti,.,  •  .  These  att^pts  have  their 
.  origin  as  early  as  in  the  notorious  “art  of  lully"  ia  the  Middle 
Agasi  later,  such  intellscts  as  I-stbnit^  end  I^place  attmpted  to  work 
out  an  absolutViogicsl-msthematioftl  algorithm  with  the  aid  of  which 
it  would  ba  possible  to  solve  a*sy  mathemstical  problemi  in  the  last 
decade  semantio  ^osiologlets  suoh  as  Kansap.  Morris.  Korshibskiy  and 
also  the  Polish  logioians  Tarski  and  I*ikas;e,w.cz  are  attempting  to 
set  up  tffliv®rs.al  “table*  of  science"  and  vsrloue  eystems  of  “Metalogio", 
Mctabsnguage"  and  "Metagrawjar."  In  ell  such  cases  the  scientifio 
requlremont  of  the  eoaoretences  of  tn^h  is  Infringed  and  an  artificial 
extrapolation  of  a  priori  prlnoiples  for  an  unlimited  group  of  pheno- 


mena,  qualltativaly  different  from  each  other,  ie  taking  place.  For 
thie  reason  all  such  schomea  are  fruitleae  In  a  eoientifio  W  aa  they 
ar®  an  abstract  foraaliaation  of  science  end  a  denial  of  its  concrete 


content* 

The  daoieive  role  of  prestioe 

criterion  of  truth."  Lanin *e  central  idea  in  the  theory  of  cognition 
la  that  of  the  decisive  role  of  pmotiee  in  the  entire  process  of  cog- 
nition.  It  is  the  only  objective  and  decisive  criterion  of  truth  in 


co.ffiiition»  TniB  important  role  osn  b©  fulfilled  and  is  realAy  being 
fulfilled  by  practice  in  the  process  of  the  development  ©f  human,  know¬ 
ledge,  in  all  its  various  aspects  and  manifestations.  Dialectical 
roateriallSE  considers  praotioe  to  be  tk©  social-hi.stor3-cel  ac^^xvity  of 
people-aotiTity  in  the  field  of  production,  the  practice  of  the  class 
stra,g,gle  and  the  practice  of  acientific  experiments  en/d  observations. 
Siich  a  concept  of  practice  makes  it  possible  to  reveal  its  role  as 
the  decisive  criterion  of  tmth,  in  the  social,  natural  and  mathema- 

tioal  BoienceB* 

Above  all,  practice  as  the  social-historical,  material  activity  of 
people  appears  as  a  completely  d,efiKite-and  in  this  eense,  absolute- 
criterion  of  truth  in  coalition,  establishing  the  tmtb  of  truly  soien 


tifio  theories  and 


refuting  all  lying  tlioorlss  and  assertions 


On  this 


plane,  samples  from  the  history  of  science, 
agnosticism,  ere  of  particular  importanc,©. 


v/hich  show  th©  downfall  of 
Suffice  it  to  recall  the 


following  convi.noing  facts. 


In  1872  th©  p^ncmiaiit  seoretary  of  the 


Berlin  Academy  of  Boienoee  Dubois-Baimoiid, 


in  til©  speech  '*The  Borders 


of  Katurftl  Science, "  enumerated  seven 


”world  riddles”’-scientifio  problems  «rhich,  in  his  opinion^ 
would  never  be  solved*  And  what  happened?  At  present  all  or  nearly 
all  these  problems  tev©  bean  solved  in  principle i  among  them^  one  of 
the  most  diffieult-»the  problem  of  the  essence  of  life-ha s  been  pro-» 
foundiy  elucidated  by  the  Kussian  pJ^iysio logical,  school  of  Sechanov- 
Vve  den  skiy-  Pavlov  • 

In  1900  Gilbert,  at  an  international  mathematical  ocngresss'enum- 

^  y 

erated  S6  mathema  tical  problems  which  the  then  beginning  20th  cen-fcujy 
\'irould  teve  to  solve*  W@  can  say  v/ith  pride  that  already  long  before 
its  end^  our  centxiiy  has  solved  these  problems*  Not  long  ago  the 
great  physicist  of  our  age^  Albert  Einstein,  ironically  recommended 
tliat  v;e  return  to  a  discUBsion  on  the  use  of  atomic  energy  in  100 
years#  The  creator  of. the  theory  of  relativity  could  still  in  his 
life«»tiine  convince  himself  that  his  pessimistic  prognoses  had  bean 
groundless*  Finally,  many  bourgeois  philosophera  and  even  many  sclen- 
tists-speciallKits  would  hardly-  have  believed  a  few  years  ago  that  man¬ 
kind  was  capable  of  putting  the  first  artificial  planet'  into  orbit 
between  the  Earth  and  liflars  in  19591  All  this  is  convincing  proof  of 
the  enorriious  force  of  human  cognition,  it  reveals  the  complete  ground¬ 
lessness  of  agnosticism  and  demonstrates  the  rol©  bf  human  practice 
PS  ths  dec-lclv'e,  arc’  in  that  coruriection  absolute,  criterion  of  the 
truih  of  our  knowledge* 

At  the  same  time,  practice  also  acts  as  a  relative  indeterminate 
criterion  of  truth  in  the  sense,  ttet  it  can  not  fully  end  absolutely 
confirm  the  truth  of  human  knowledge  as  ”final”  end  "absolute’’  truths. 


as  infallible  and  eternal  dogmas,  which  mean  the  end  of  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  the  cognition  of  the  world,  Tliis  is  also  determined  by  the 
fact  that  not  only  hman  bsowledge  but  also  the  social  practice  of 
people  itself  is  continually  deyelopiag  and  being  filled  with  new 
content,  let  us  remsaiber  for  example,  the  period  in  the  history  of 
Boienbe  whm  it  was  considered  to  be  one  of  the  essential  eigns  of  a 
chemical  element  if  it  was  impossible  to  divide  or  decompose  it.  This 
■war  proved  by  th©  practice  of  that  time,  which  was  limited  in  its 
teclaiical  means.  Its  further  development  showed  that  it  was  not  per¬ 
missible  to  consider  practice  absolute  and  correspondingly  transform 
our  knowledge  into  an  absolute,  into  unshakoable  dogmas  for  eternity, 
this  applies  to  an  even  greater  extant  to  tiie  development  of  social 

i'.’,  ■ 

theories ^ 

It  w&s  pointed  out  febova,  that  tho  ML^torioal  practice 
til®  etruggi®  of  th«  working  clasja  for  aooialiam  and  requires 

sn  enrichment  of  Marxist- Leninist  science  with  new  thesis  5  this  means 
that  it  is  not  permissible  to  absolutis®  and  dogpstis©  old  thesfs  eves 
though  they  correspond  to  the  old  ooadltlons  and  practice  of  a  definite 
historical  period.  This  acquires  a  particularly  great  slgnifloarsee 
in  th®  present  epoch,  when  an  imusual  acceleratlosi  of  historical  devel- 
opssent  Is  taking  place,  as  was  forbscsn  by  the  genius  of  V»  Lanin, 
when  tils  EansBes  with  their  titanic  labor  are  transforming  th©  world  in  a 
vevy  short  time  and  and  ar©  building  a  new  eomsiunist  society.  The 
entire  historical  praotlc©  of  mankind  will  be  developed  ©str^eiy 
Ijrapidly,  profoundly  and  many-eidedlyi  this  requires  rlghly  logically. 


e  correepondiag  development  of  social  science  and  does  not  permit  any 
absolutlsation  or  fetish,  both  in  coimectioa  writh  various  theses  of 
eoienee  end  in  human,  practice  itself*,  which'  is  always  of  a  concrete- 
hietoriofel  and  not  ebstrast-dogHiatio  charaoter. 

In  this  briefly,  consists  the  dialectic  character  of  the  criterion 
of  praotioe  in  cognition,  pointed  out  by  V,  I,  L®'»in  in  his  work  of 
genius s  ^'Materialism  and  Eiapiriocriticis®.'' 

Let  ue  briefly  consider  in  this  connection,  the  question  of  the 
so-called  "logical  criterion  of  truth,"  The  essence  of  the  "logical 
criterion"  oonsiots  in  detemining  the  sens®  and  meaning  of  logical 
theses  by  their  connection  and  correspondence  with  other  logical  theses, 
Th&  real  ssiise  of  the  "logical  criterion"  is  detenaiaed  by  the  fact, 
that  it  is  founded  entirely  on  the  principle  of  the  non-contradictory 
c.bRr8.oter  of  t.hought»  For  this  reason  it  siuet  be  said  that,  in  the  first 
place  the  " logical  oidterion  of  truth"  founded  on  the  given  principle* 
is  on©  of  the  nccassery  factors  of  the  real  process  of  cognition,  par¬ 
ticularly  important  In  the  process  of  erecting  and  developing  deductive 
eeientific  systems,  in  particular  various  systems  of  geometry;  in  the 
second  place,  the  "logical  criterion"  can  not  be  a  criterion  of  cb^ec- 
tive  truth  in  cognition,  as  it  itself  belongs  entirely  to  the  logical 
sphere  and  not  to  natural  reality |  thus,  all  the  more  unfounded  are 
all  foimsl-logio''!  attempts  to  jrieke  it  absolutej;  in  the  third  place, 
the  "logical  criterion"  can  be  of  only  relative  significance,  in 
oonneotion.  with  and  depending  on  the  essential  and  decisive  criterion 
of  truth  in  cognition-the  criterion  of  practice  in  the  broad  Leninist 
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6«n8e  of  the  word* 

Lenin’s  great  ideas  in  the  doctrine  of  truth  are  being  confirmed 
over  end  over  again  in  oonteraporary  science  and  practice  and  serve 
as  guiding  stars  in  the  cognition  of  the  world,  insuring  a  profound 
i and  progressive  development  of  science# 
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